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hat are your childhood memories of Christmas?

If you are a child listening to this Christmas
devotional, you might be thinking about the white
beard, the Santa hat, the gift giving and receiving.

What are you looking forward to this Christmas? What
are you working hard to make happen this Christmas
season?

A few years ago, Rachael and I attended a Christmas
show at Radio City Music Hall. It was a very
commercialized production with major sponsors. As
the storyline progressed, the characters were working
to make one of the boys in the story believe in Santa.
That was the meaning of Christmas they were trying to
promote. In addition, sprinkled in were promotions for
the show sponsors.

There was a point an hour into the show when both
Rachael and I were thinking about how hard people
work to not mention Jesus during Christmas programs
or discussions. Then two-thirds of the way through this
show, the narrator, who was Santa, told this teenage
boy, “You know what? All this time I've been trying

to make you believe in me, but the real meaning of

Christmas is the star...the light that shined on the stable

in Bethlehem.”

Suddenly, for the last 30 minutes of the show, I was
shocked and amazed that they told the gospel story.

They read scripture straight from Matthew 1 and Luke 2.

$Japologia

CHRISTMAS
EVOTIONAL

4 CHARACTERISTICS OF

C\_)

by Davis Carman

There was a full-fledged nativity scene with live animals
and the three kings.

We left smiling, surprised, hopeful, and pleased that
thousands will be hearing the real story of Christmas at
that show

As you are in this Christmas season, what are you
working hard to make happen?

Maybe you're working hard to make sure the meals
are just right or the house decorations are perfectly
symbolic and representative of Christmas. Maybe you
are celebrating with an advent wreath and candles.
Maybe you have a Jesse tree, or you sing Christmas
carols. Maybe you are going to participate in a
Christmas program and are attending services on
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.

© 2019 Apologia Educational Ministries, Inc. 22
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What are you working on to make sure happens this
year?

I hope it is to make Christ front and center.

I want to share 4 characteristics of Jesus to help in your
endeavor to make Christ the center of this month and
December 25 as it approaches.

1. Jesus is the Son of Man. He was the Son of Joseph,
the Son of Mary. He is the Son of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. Matthew 1 is a great genealogy to read
this time of year. In fact, it’s a great genealogy to
memorize during this time of year. There were
14 generations from Abraham to King David, 14
generations from David to the deportation into
Babylon, and 14 generations from the deportation
into Babylon to the arrival of Jesus. That whole
genealogy is documentation that Jesus is the Son of
Man.

2. Jesus is the Son of God. He is divine. He is called
Immanuel, which means God with us. He was
God in the flesh. He is the incarnate God. He was
conceived from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary.
No wonder she pondered everything that the angel
said to her. She pondered as she watched the Son of
God do and say in her home. She had a front row
seat.

3. He is the Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One,
our Hope, our Deliverer, our Savior, the coming
King. As the Christ, He is all those things. Jesus
takes on some significant characteristics. He is
worshipped, He is praised. All of this can help make
Him front and center as we remember Son of Man,
Son of God, and the Christ.

$Japologia

4. Jesus is the great I Am. He is he Word, the Living
Water, the Bread of Life. Are you thirsty for Christ?
Are you hungry for Christ? Can you not get enough
of His Word, what He says in His Word, and what
He does in His Word?

His is the Light of the world, the Good Shepherd, the
Lamb of God, The Vine, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, The Way, The
Truth, The Life, The Resurrection, King of kings, Lord of
lords, The Great I AM.

Tfen Tases said ta God, “If, I come to the
peaple of, Jsrael and say ta them, ‘The God of,

your fathens fias sent me to yow, and they ask

me, WHhat is Ris name?” what shiall I sayto
them?” God said to TNases, “J am who I am.

Enadus 3:13-14

Yaweh, the great I Am, God the Father, God the Son,
God the Holy Spirit, three in one, Christ.

Son of Man, Son of God.

The Christ. The great I Am.

Come and behold him, born the King of angels
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the King

I wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas with

Christ as the center.
‘D%ANA
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Your kids can know the Bible!

Apologia’s The Word in Motion is a
two-volume Bible study that equips
families to read the Word of God
with passion, purpose, and
big-picture understanding. Teach
your children to know and love
God's Word by outlining His
amazing story in easy-to-remember
motions. Show your kids how the
books of the Bible fit together to tell
the grand story of God'’s love for His
people using a key word system.

View samples and get started [=]:35: =]
today at apologia.com/bible.

It’s time to make your move.

STREAM
o VIDEO

INSTRUCTION
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Christmas Cards

Table Decoration
Cards

Color and cut out the cards on the following
pages. Place them on your dinner table or give
them to friends, family, or someone who needs

to hear the good news of Jesus Christ.
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_

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
Luke 2:7
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Draw a picture to go with Luke 2:8

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night.
Luke 2:8
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Draw a picture to go with Luke 2:9

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
Luke 2:9
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Draw a picture of the angel in the space below.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
Luke 2:10
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For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11
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Draw a picture of the baby Jesus lying in the manger.

And this shall be a sigh unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
Luke 2:12
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And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.

Luke 2:13-14

$Japologia © 2019 Apologia Educational Ministries, Inc. 49


http://www.apologia.com




